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Amdt. Dated June 2, 2006 

Response to Office Action Mailed March 16, 2006 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims wiU replace all prior versions and listings of claims in this application. 

1. (Cunrently Amended) A stapler, comprising 

a driver unit comprising a driver for punching out a staple toward sheets, 

a clincher unit comprising a clincher base comprising a clincher to clinch leg portions of 

the staple passing through the sheets, the driver unit being vertically separated from the clincher 

unit, wherein 

the clincher base is disposed so as to v ertically rec i procobly disposed reciprocate , and 
the sheets inserted between the clincher base and the driver unit are clamped between the 

clincher base and the driver unit when the clincher base is reciprocated, 

the stapler further comprising a first driving motor provided for the driver unit to operate 

the driver, and 

a second driving motor provided for the clincher unit to reciprocate the clincher base and 
to operate the clincher 

, wherein the second d riving motor is driven to reciprocate the clincher base and make the 
clincher ba se clamp the sheets, and then the second driving motor is stopp ed: 

-5- 

Ser No. 10/525.537 

PAGE 6/11 « RCVD AT 6/2/2006 5:07:52 PM [Eastern OayGght Time] * 8VR:USPTC>€FXRF-3/6 ' ONIS:2738300 * CSIDi-i-l 312 803 5299 * DURATION (mm-5S):0S-16 



6-02-2006 3:24PM 



FROM CHAPMAN IP DEPARTMEN +1 312 803 5299 



P. 7 



thereafter the first driving motor is driven to make the driver operate and drive out the 
staple toward the sheets, and then th e first driving motor is stopp ed: 

thereafter the second driving motor is driv en to make the clincher operate and clinch the 
leg portions of the s taple having passed the sheet^. the clincher base is returned, and then tl^e 
second driving motor is stopped: and 

aft^r the clinching operation is terminated, the first driving motor is driven to return the 
driver to an initial position, and then the first dri ving motor is stopp ed. 

2. (Cancelled). 

3. (Previously Presented) The stapler set forth in claim 1, wherein the clincher unit 
is disposed above the driver unit, the clincher unit moves downwardly, and the sheets placed on 
an upper face of the driver unit are clamped between the clincher base and the driver unit 

4. (Currently Amended) The stapler set forth in claim 2, claim 1, which further 
comprises a drive-out mechanism to drive out the staple when the driver is reciprocated, and 

a clincher mechanism for clinching the leg portions of the staple passing through the 
sheets, and wherein 

the drive-out mechanism comprises a first driving shaft to make one reciprocating 
movement of the driver when the first driving shaft is rotated by one turn by means of the first 
driving motor; 

the clincher mechanism comprises a second driving shaft which makes the clincher base 
perform one reciprocating movement and operate the clincher according to the rotation of the 
second driving shaft when the second driving shaft is made to perform one turn by the second 
driving motor; 
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th e olinohor; 

a first encoder for outputting a pulse every time the first driving shaft turns by a given 

angle; 

a second encoder for outputting a pulse every time the second driving shaft turns by a 
given angle; and 

a controller for controlling the first and second driving motors based on a number of 
pulses outputted from the first and second encoders, respectively. 

5. (Currently Amended) The stapler set forth in claim 2, claim L wherein the 
clincher unit is disposed above the driver unit, the clincher unit moves downwardly, and the 
sheets placed on an upper face of the driver unit are clamped between the clincher base and the 
driver unit. 
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